
THE ECOLOGY OF THE HEXAGON

Milan, Italy – April 2026 — Katia Luna Benaï returns to MoscaPartners Variations 2026 at
Palazzo Litta with Helix Bespoke Studio during Milano Design Week, presenting The Ecology of
the Hexagon sculptural installation.

A Research-Driven Practice
At the core of Katia’s practice is a research-driven approach, where material is understood not
as a passive medium, but as an active system shaped by ecological, cultural, and temporal
processes.

Continuing her Tessellation inquiry, the installation unfolds as a sculptural environment where
material, textile, and space are not merely assembled but made to converse. Geometry here is
no longer a cold conceptual diagram but a living grammar. Atmosphere, light, proximity, the
playful dimension of breathable sculptures. It draws from diverse, real-time indigenous cultures
across geographical practices, behaving like a fifth wall. The senses do not queue politely; they
overlap, interrupt, conspire.

The Ecology of the Hexagon invites its audience to experience firsthand what dynamic
academic research, merged with a clear sensitivity to intellectual freedom and emotional depth,
supports as a foundational narrative. 

Katia Luna Benaï returns to MoscaPartners Variations 2026 at Palazzo Litta for Milano
Design Week, extending Tessellation into a new sensory dimension through an olfactory

collaboration with leading global fragrance house MANE and nose Cristiano Canali

Olfactive collaboration  with

Scent as Invisible Architecture
Fragrance, introduced through a collaboration
with MANE's Milan Creative Center, brings an
intellectually breathtaking olfactory dimension
alongside renowned nose Cristiano Canali. 

An extension of the vision that only Katia Luna
Benaï's singular sensibility could conceive from a
continuous hold on the previous chapter of
Tessellation.

It unfolds through patterns of circulation that
echo hexagonal structures found across natural
and cellular systems, where such forms emerge
through inherited behaviours and collective
memory within living systems, and are
continuously reinterpreted through perception
and ritual.

To be unveiled at MoscaPartners Variations 2026 showcase at Palazzo Litta, April 20–26.



Inspired by the geometric precision of a
honeycomb’s hexagon, the fragrance explores the
delicate balance between organic softness and
natural structure. 

It opens with a luminous, non-gourmand honeyed
floral accord, subtly accented by a nectar facet that
evokes the gentle sweetness of nature. A dry
minerality, reminiscent of sun-warmed rocks,
grounds the composition, while the base reveals a
textured blend of woody notes. 

The fragrance is both solar and structured, essential
yet multifaceted, weaving together honeyed florals
with the raw beauty of wood and natural materials.

Craft, Culture, and Material Ecology
Across the installation, materials are understood as
carriers of process. Wood records cycles of growth
and climate, while cork reflects porous systems of
absorption and regulation, each shaped by
environmental pressures and temporal rhythms. 

Katia’s work now extends into its first milestone of
freedom, where culture, science, and art are
integrated into its language, embracing the living
textile traditions of Nepal and honouring the
extraordinary craftsmanship of Nepalese indigenous
artisans, whose knowledge of thread, weave, and
material memory has been passed quietly and
precisely from hand to hand across generations.

This is a mutual exciting collaboration and it is
recognition between Artisans and Artis.
A deliberate and respectful meeting of two ancient
cultures across geography, united by the belief that
precious labour is not a relic but a responsibility.

Together, these collaborations form what Katia Luna
Benaï envisions as a functional and conscious
ecosystem, where cultural heritage, skilled craft, and
geographical identity do not merely coexist but
sustain one another, proving that the most enduring
forms of making are also the most humane.

The Ecology of the Hexagon will be on
view in the historic Palazzo Litta as part
of MoscaPartners Variations at Milano
Design Week 2026, an exhibition
celebrating innovation and creative
exchange. 

Katia Luna Benaï is represented by Philia
Gallery, an international gallery
dedicated to contemporary collectible
design, with a curatorial presence
spanning Geneva, New York, Singapore,
and Mexico.

A press preview will be held on April 20
from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 

Additionally, a private event at the De
Castelli Showroom will welcome press,
industry professionals, and design
enthusiasts on April 23 from 05:00 PM
to 10:00 PM.

All events are invite-only.



Informed by postgraduate studies at the Royal College of Art
and an MSc in Psychology and Neuroscience at King’s College
London, Katia’s work develops through a multidisciplinary and
academic approach, bringing into dialogue artistic, cultural,
and scientific frameworks.

Working across sculptural objects, spatial installations, and
olfactory compositions, the studio articulates a body of work
in which form emerges through the interplay of material
intelligence, inherited knowledge, and embodied gesture. The
practice engages the senses as an integrated field, shaping
how environments are experienced and understood.

Conceived as a studio of objects, space, and story, Helix
Bespoke Studio develops environments in which cultural
heritage is not represented but activated, where collective
memory is embedded within material and form, and where
experience unfolds across perception and time.

Helix Bespoke Studio, founded by contemporary artist and creative director Katia Luna Benaï,
operates at the intersection of art, design, and research. Her practice engages material, form,
and geometry as fields of inquiry, approaching cultural heritage as a dynamic system shaped
through transmission, transformation, and continuity.

PRESS: press@helixbespokestudio.com

ABOUT KATIA LUNA BENAÏ AND HELIX BESPOKE STUDIO 

MANE's Fine Fragrance Creative Centre, located in the heart of Milan’s renowned design
district, sits in a dynamic area where creativity and innovation flourish. Situated on Via Savona,
amid a vibrant neighbourhood where former industrial buildings have been transformed into
modern, open lofts and innovative start-ups, the new MANE space, inaugurated in 2024,
perfectly embodies the brand’s commitment to both heritage and forward-thinking. 
Spanning approximately 500 square meters, this expanded centre is designed to foster a
unique sensory experience where tradition, innovation, and sustainability converge. 

Here, clients can collaborate directly with Milan-based Italian perfumer Cristiano Canali—
renowned for his artistry and expertise—enabling real-time project development and creative
exchange. Cristiano Canali, celebrated for his poetic and innovative approach to perfumery,
brings a distinctive Italian sensibility and a passion for craftsmanship to every creation. The
centre’s mission, shaped alongside architect Alberto Re, is to push the boundaries of olfactive
exploration and redefine the creative process in fine fragrance. With this Fine Fragrance
Creative Centre, MANE affirms its role as a leader in modern perfumery, offering an inspiring
environment that nurtures both artistic and technical excellence.

ABOUT MANE FINE FRAGRANCE CREATIVE CENTRE AND NOSE CRISTIANO CANALI

ABOUT MOSCAPARTNERS VARIATIONS AT PALAZZO LITTA

MoscaPartners Variations is the exhibition organized by MoscaPartners, founded by Caterina
Mosca and Valerio Castelli in 2011, held at Palazzo Litta during Milan Design Week 2026. This
year’s theme, Metamorphosis, explores transformation, change, and adaptation. The exhibition
focuses on transformation driven by experimentation, the development of new materials, and
modern technologies. The challenge for the design world is to interpret contemporary
scenarios while envisioning future ones: while the human being, with their needs and demands,
remains the primary point of reference, it is equally crucial to examine our relationship with the
planet and its resources. The goal is to create a virtuous connection between all aspects of
living and how we interface with our surroundings. In the Main Courtyard, the site-specific
installation by Paris Based-Lebanese born architect Lina Ghotmeh, titled Metamorphosis in
Motion, serves as the scenographic and conceptual centerpiece of the entire exhibition.
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